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SUMMARY 

 

Appropriations for FY2001: Energy and Water 
Development 
Appropriations are one part of a complex federal budget process that includes budget resolutions, 

appropriations (regular, supplemental, and continuing) bills, rescissions, and budget 

reconciliation bills. The process begins with the President’s budget request and is bounded by the 

rules of the House and Senate, the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974 

(as amended), the Budget Enforcement Act of 1990, and current program authorizations. 

This report is a guide to one of the 13 regular appropriations bills that Congress passes each year. 

It is designed to supplement the information provided by the House and Senate Subcommittees 

on Energy and Water Development Appropriations. It summarizes the current legislative status of 

the bill, its scope, major issues, funding levels, and related legislative activity. The report lists 

related CRS products. 

Updates of this report are prepared as soon as possible after major legislative developments, especially following legislative 

action in the committees and on the floor of the House and Senate. 

NOTE:  A Web version of this document with active links is available to congressional staff at 

http://www.loc.gov/crs/products/apppage.html 

The Energy and Water Development appropriations bill includes funding for civil projects of the Army Corps of Engineers, 

the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation (BuRec), most of the Department of Energy (DOE), and a number of 

independent agencies. The Administration requested $22.7 billion for these programs for FY2001 compared with $21.2 

billion appropriated in FY2000. The House Bill, (H.R. 4733), passed on June 28, 2000, allocated $21.74 billion. The Senate 

passed its version of the bill September 7, appropriating $22.5 billion. The conference bill, reported September 27, 

appropriated a total of $23.3 billion. That bill was vetoed, largely for non-fiscal reasons, and the Senate October 12 added a 

new version of the conference bill to the VA/HUD appropriations measure, H.R. 4635. 

Key issues involving Energy and Water Development appropriations programs include: 

 authorization of appropriations for major water/ecosystem restoration initiatives for the Florida Everglades 

and California “Bay-Delta”; 

 reform or review of Corps’ study procedures and agency management practices; 

 executive branch investigations or reviews of Corps study procedures and agency management practices 

that could lead to congressional action, depending upon what reviews reveal and when they are completed; 

 spending for solar and renewable energy to address global climate change issues; 

 a pending decision by DOE on the electrometallurgical treatment of nuclear spent fuel for storage and 

disposal, a process that opponents contend raises nuclear proliferation concerns; 

 implementation of the new National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA); 

 an expanded Threat Reduction Initiative aimed at ending Russia’s production of plutonium that can be used 

to make nuclear weapons; 

 DOE management of its Spallation Neutron Source Project (SNS); 

 Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) plans to overhaul its regulatory system for nuclear power plant 

safety, as urged by the House and Senate Appropriations Committees. 
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Disclaimer 

This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan 

shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and 

under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other 

than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in 

connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not 

subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in 

its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or 

material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to 

copy or otherwise use copyrighted material. 
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